Pentagon vybral Australiu ako miesto na
testovanie rakiet

- CZ24 News | 10. srpna 2023

USA/AUSTRALIA: Washington nie je prvou zahraniénou mocnostou, ktora vyuziva krajinu
ako strelnicu

USA mo6zu otestovat svoje hypersonické rakety v Australii v ramci paktu AUKUS, povedala v stredu
ministerka armady Christine Wormuthové. Cina obvinila Washington, Ze pakt vyuZziva na ,hranie
konfliktu a konfrontacie” s Pekingom.

“Jednou vecou, ktort ma Australia v ryloch, su velké vzdialenosti a relativne neobyvana poda,”
povedal Wormuth tlacovej agenture AFP. “Vyzvou pre nés v Spojenych Statoch, pokial ide o
hypersoniku, je najst otvorené priestory v Spojenych Statoch, kde mézeme skutocne testovat tieto
zbrane.”

“Australia ma oc¢ividne obrovské mnozstvo Uzemia, kde je toto testovanie o nieco lepSie
uskutocnitelné, takze si myslim, Ze je to jedine¢nd vec, ktort Austral¢ania predkladaji,” dodala.

USA, Velka Britania a Australia podpisali bezpecnostny pakt AUKUS v roku 2021, pricom tri
mocnosti sa dohodli na spolupréci pri stavbe jadrovych ponoriek a vyvoji hypersonickych rakiet. Cina
povazuje alianciu za explicitni hrozbu, pricom minister obrany Li Shangfu v juni uviedol, ze
vytvorenim bloku ,podobného NATO" v Indo-Pacifiku sa Washington a jeho spojenci snazia ,drZat
krajiny v regione ako rukojemnikov a hrat proti nim. konflikt a konfrontacia“.

It is unclear which weapons the US plans on testing in Australia. The Pentagon’s various hypersonic
weapons are still in development, and Russia and China are widely recognized as winning the
hypersonic arms race. Russia has been using its Kinzhal missiles to strike Ukraine, while its
Avangard strategic range glide vehicles have been fielded since 2019, and Zircon anti-ship cruise
missiles deployed since last year.

The US considers China the world leader in hypersonic technology, with the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA) particularly concerned about Beijing’s DF-17 medium-range ballistic missile. DIA chief
scientist Paul Freisthler claimed in March that this missile’s hypersonic payload could easily “reach
US military forces in the Western Pacific.”

The struggle for hypersonic supremacy is not the first arms race in which Australia has been used as
a firing range. The UK conducted 12 nuclear weapons tests in Australia between 1952 and 1958, and
more than two dozen smaller detonations of radioactive material. A majority of Australians opposed
these tests, which caused a spate of illnesses and deaths among nearby Aboriginal communities and
site workers, according to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.
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